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1. Introduction 
 
Accepted good practice is to consult widely with stakeholders in advance of application to ensure 
potential environmental, social and economic effects, whether adverse or beneficial, are addressed. 
 
Consultation was undertaken during 2018 by Tilbury Green Power Limited (TGP) focused on the 
following categories of consultees: 
 

 statutory consultees which were identified in a list provided by the Department of Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy; 

 

 non-statutory consultees, organisations and individuals with specialist knowledge or an 
interest in the proposed development; 
 

 Member of Parliament and Ward Councillors at Thurrock Council;    
 

 local community in the area of the proposed development, including the residents of Grays 
and south west Tilbury. 

 
Consultation afforded TGP the opportunity to provide information about the proposed amendments 
to the previously consented development.  
 
TGP is committed to an open and transparent approach with local and statutory stakeholders 
throughout all stages of the application process for the development at Port of Tilbury.  
 
 

2. Consultation with Statutory Agencies 
 

TGP personnel and specialist consultants attended a number of meetings with representatives from 
the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and Thurrock Council during 2017 and 
2018. The proposals to amend the S36 consent were discussed as was the approach and scope of the 
application submission.     
 
TGP undertook consultation on its proposed application to amend the S36 consent for the 
development in June 2018. A letter was issued to inform statutory consultees of the changes 
proposed and to request comments on the changes described.  
 
This stage of consultation provided an opportunity to answer preliminary queries and to address 
these in the application documents to ensure a comprehensive approach. 
 
Once the application is submitted and formally accepted by the Department for Business, Energy 
and Industrial Strategy, the statutory consultees will be asked by BEIS to comment on the application 
details. 
 
Tilbury Green Power Limited wrote to the following statutory consultees in June 2018: 
 

 Natural England 
  

 Historic England 
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 Environment Agency 
 

 Defence Infrastructure Organisation 
 

 Thurrock Council 
 

 Highways England 
 

 Met Office Property Management 
 

 Civil Aviation Authority (Off Route Airspace 5) 
 

 Health and Safety Executive 
 

 NATS En-route (NERL) 
 

 Port of London Authority  
 
A copy of the letter issued to the statutory consultees is included in Appendix 1. 
 
Table 2.1 Response from Statutory Consultees 

Agency Response date Comments Action 

Natural England  31 July 2018  Reptile and 
Invertebrate surveys 
recommended. 
Details requested for 
off-site ecological 
measures proposed 
by Thurrock Council 
for which funding has 
been agreed in 
principle with TGP. 

Reptile and 
Invertebrate surveys 
were undertaken. 
 
Information provided 
by Thurrock Council.  

Historic England  17 July 2018 Consider impact on 
Tilbury Fort in LVIA 

Impact on Tilbury Fort 
addressed in the LVIA. 

Environment Agency 03 July 2018 Variation of current 
Environmental Permit 
will be required to 
incorporate proposed 
changes. 

Application to vary 
the Environmental 
Permit will be 
submitted during 
2019. 

Defence 
Infrastructure 
Organisation 

 No response  

Thurrock Council  No response  

Highways England 6 July 2018 Comments relating to 
ongoing discussions 

Addressed in 
Transport Assessment 
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with TGP Transport 
Consultant 

Met Office Property 
Management 

 No response  

Civil Aviation 
Authority 
Off Route Airspace 5 

19 June 2018 No comments or 
concerns 

n/a 

Health and Safety 
Executive 

29 June 2018 No comments to 
make 

n/a 

NATS En-route (NERL) 18 June 2018 No impacts 
anticipated 

n/a 

Port of London 
Authority 

2 July 2018 Objects to removal of 
restrictions requiring 
some waste to be 
transported by ship.  

Addressed in 
Transport Assessment 

 

No substantive concerns about the development were raised by the statutory consultees contacted 
by TGP, with the exception of Port of London Authority who wished that some deliveries of waste 
should be via the river Thames. 
 
 

3. Consultation with Public Representatives and the Public 
 

TGP supports the need for public consultation as a key element in the overall development and 
application process.   
 
The primary public consultation activity occurred in November 2018 in the form of a public 
exhibition which sought to explain the proposed amendments to the existing planning consent and 
to identify issues of concern to local residents. In particular, the exhibition provided an opportunity 
for local people to be informed about the proposal, and to provide TGP with comments that could 
be incorporated into the variation application documents. 
 
TGP arranged for the public exhibition to take place at Thurrock Adult Community College, Richmond 
Road, Grays on 20 November 2018. Thurrock Council Ward Councillors representing wards in the 
vicinity of the site were invited to attend between 12.30-14.30 followed by a session for members of 
the general public between 16.00 and 19.00.  
 
The exhibition team in attendance included representatives from TGP together with the specialist 
consultants engaged to prepare the impact assessments of the proposed changes on air quality, 
noise, transport and visual appearance.  
 
Team members were available to discuss any issues that attendees wished to raise and to answer 
any specific questions that they had. A series of information boards were erected each with text, 
diagrams and photographs that summarised and illustrated in non-technical language:  
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 the proposed project,  

 its location and predicted benefits;  

 the consultation and decision procedure;  

 key environmental issues including air quality, traffic, visual impact, noise, additional studies, 
mitigation measures and next steps.  

 
Images of the Exhibition Boards are included in Appendix 2. Photographs taken during the public 
exhibition event are included in Appendix 3. 
 
The public exhibition was advertised through the distribution of an information leaflet which was 
delivered to approximately 4,000 local residents, businesses and other stakeholders in the vicinity of 
the site. The same leaflet was also sent to the office of the local MP and local ward councillors who 
were invited to the preview of the exhibition.  
 
The information leaflet distributed to local residents and businesses is included in Appendix 4.  
 
The attendance at both sessions was low. A total of just two people attended over the day, both of 
whom were members of the public. The principal issues raised related to potential for funding of 
local community projects and employment opportunities during construction and operation. 
 
 

4. Feedback  
 

A website was set up at the start of the consultation process to provide an additional means to 
request information on the proposals and to provide feedback at 
 
feedback@TilburyEnergyRecoveryFacility.co.uk 
 
At the time of writing this report, four emails have been received.  
 
An email received on 15 November 2018 was fully supportive of the proposal and the energy 
recovery policy behind it for environmental reasons. 
 
On 17 November 2018, an email was received which expressed concern that the development would 
result in more pollution and traffic movements. It also refers to ‘woodsmoke’ being emitted from 
the Phase 1 unit. It goes on to claim the initial decision was made by stealth and the project is driven 
only for commercial reasons by Tilbury Docks. 
 
An email on 19 November 2018 raised concerned over noise and operations from the Phase 1 unit 
and visual impacts resulting from residing in the vicinity Phase 1 and the Port. 
 
On 21 November, 2018 an email was received from the Chair of a local residents committee who 
was unable to attend the public exhibition and requested a separate briefing on the project. This 
was arranged in early December 2018. 
 
On receipt of validation of the application from BEIS, TGP will establish a website where the 
application documents will be available and comments can be submitted. TGP will also publish 
notices in a local newspaper circulating in the local area as well as in the London Gazette. 
  
In the meantime, the feedback address will remain in operation to facilitate public response and 
consultation throughout the application process.  

mailto:feedback@TilburyEnergyRecoveryFacility.co.uk
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Appendix 1 Letter issued to Statutory Consultees 
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 Tilbury Green Power Limited 
Tilbury Docks 
Port of Tilbury 
Essex RM18 7PU 

 
Date:  15 June 2018 
Our ref.: TGP/statcon18 
 

Name: 
Address: 
 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Tilbury Green Power Limited, Tilbury Docks, Port of Tilbury, Essex 

Consultation in Respect of the Proposed Variation of the Section 36 Consent dated 27 August 2009 

(ref. 01.08.10.04/87C), as amended by the Variation of the Consent under Section 36C dated 20 

August 2014 (ref. 12.04.09.04/266C) for the Construction and Operation of a Biomass and Energy 

from Waste fuelled Electricity Generating Station. 

Section 36C of the Electricity Act 1989 (Variation of Consents under Section 36 ‘Consent Required 

for the Construction etc. of Generating Stations’) & the Electricity Generating Stations (Variations 

of Consents) (England and Wales) Regulations 2013.     

 

Tilbury Green Power Limited (‘TGP’) is seeking your views on the proposed variation of the Section 36 consent 

dated 27 August 2009 as amended on 20 August 2014, for the Tilbury Green Power Project at Tilbury Docks, 

Port of Tilbury, Essex. 

A plan showing the location and extent of the site for the consented Project is attached to this letter. 

Background 

The Section 36 consent for the TGP Project was originally granted by the Secretary of State for the 

Department of Energy and Climate Change in 2009. The consent provided for the construction and 

operation of a 60 megawatt (MW) generating station on land within the Port of Tilbury. 

On 20 August 2014, the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy and Climate Change varied 

the 2009 consent under Section 36C of the Electricity Act 1989 to provide for an extension to the 

latest date for commencement of development to 27 August 2015. 

The consented development consists of two generation units (phase 1 and 2) having a combined 

electrical capacity of 60MW, processing up to 650,000 tonnes of waste per annum. Construction is 

complete on the first phase of the development which commenced full operation in April 2018. The 

first generating unit is fired on waste wood biomass and has an electrical generating capacity of 

40MW approximately. 
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A detailed investigation of options was undertaken following a review of the commercial viability of 

the second generating unit and from discussions with potential technology providers, TGP now 

wishes to make a number of changes to the consented development.  

An application to amend the existing Section 36 consent will be made to the Secretary of State for 

the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) to secure the required changes. 

The changes proposed are outlined below. 

The Proposed Changes    

The principal change proposed to the Tilbury Green Power Project relates to its generating capacity.  

The design concept for the project envisaged in the 2009 consent was for two separate generating 

units; this concept remains unchanged.  

For the generating unit which has recently commenced operation (phase 1), improvements in the 

fuel quality and in the efficiency of the combustion technology has resulted in a generating capacity 

of 40MW from approximately 300,000 tonnes per annum of waste wood. 

For the second generating unit (phase 2), it is proposed not to undertake on–site waste processing 

of municipal solid waste and commercial/industrial waste materials (MSW/C&I) as originally 

proposed. Under the original proposal, one-third of materials delivered to site with recycling 

potential would otherwise be removed from site. Instead, all 350,000 tonnes per annum of waste 

material delivered to the phase 2 unit will be converted to electricity in an efficient energy recovery 

facility to produce a further 40MW approximately of electricity.  

This would increase the overall electrical output to 80 MW, an uplift of 20 MW over the capacity 

permitted in the current planning consent. 

The unit configuration will consist of conventional moving grate technology which is in reliable 

operation across many countries around the world. 

The increased overall capacity of 80 MW can be achieved without an increase in the combined total 
waste throughput of up to 650,000 tonnes per year which is currently permitted in the S36 consent.  
 
The variation application will also include the following changes. 
 

 Building dimensions – the overall massing (total building volume) of the proposed overall 
development (phases 1 and 2) will be slightly less than in the original scheme. The building 
heights will vary from 26m to 55m high. 

 

 The stack height will remain unchanged although its location will be altered slightly to 
optimise the layout of the plant. 
 

 Removal of the current restrictions that apply to the delivery of waste to site (450,000 
tonnes per annum by road, the balance to be delivered by ship) so that all waste can be 
delivered by road. 

 

 Removal of restrictions on the proportion of waste types (MSW, C&I, RDF) permitted 
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 Removal of the restrictions on the area from which waste can be sourced  

 A  bridge over the Botney Channel will be constructed to connect parts of the consented  
site located on either side of the channel  

 

 An ecological area and bat house proposed in the original scheme will be replaced by an 
alternative proposal off site to be agreed with the local planning authority   

 

Environmental Aspects  

The proposed changes are not predicted to result in materially significant environmental effects 

compared to the consented development.  An environment appraisal will be undertaken to identify 

and assess the change in environmental effects compared to the original Environmental Impact 

Assessment as a result of the proposed changes. The appraisal will fully assess the impact of the 

changes using accepted ‘best practice’ modelling techniques.  

Based on a review of the proposed changes to the development, and discussion with BEIS and 

Thurrock Council, the environmental aspects that may be affected by the proposed changes are as 

follows, 

 Air quality 

 Visual impact 

 Transport 

 Noise &vibration 

Environmental information will be presented in an Environmental Information Report to be included 

in the application. 

This report will include the following, 

 Summary 

 Description of Development 

 Legislation and Policy Framework 

 Consultations  

 Status of Pre-commencement planning conditions 

 Environmental appraisal of significant impacts  

 Conclusions 

 Appendices 

The approach and scope of the amendment application described above have been discussed with 

BEIS and Thurrock Council.  

If you wish to make any comments in respect of the changes proposed to the TGP Project, we 

request that these be made by email to feedback@TilburyEnergyRecoveryFacility.co.uk 

mailto:feedback@TilburyEnergyRecoveryFacility.co.uk
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Comments should be submitted no later than Friday 06 July 2018. Following the close of the 

consultation period TGP will take into account the comments received in finalising the variation 

application and the environmental appraisal.  

It is anticipated the variation application will be submitted to the Secretary of State for BEIS in 

August 2018 and subject to the Secretary of State confirming that it is ‘suitable for publication’ you 

will be notified of the application within one month.  

If you have any questions on the changes proposed to the Tilbury Green Power project or require 

further information please contact us at the email address above. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Patrick Nolan 
On behalf of Tilbury Green Power Limited 
 

Encl. Site Location Plan 
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Appendix 2 Information Boards displayed at Public Exhibition   
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Appendix 3 Photographs taken during Public Exhibition  
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Appendix 4 Public Exhibition Information Leaflet  
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TILBURY GREEN POWER  

Investing in clean technology and providing local jobs 
 

Tilbury Green Power Limited was granted planning consent by the Department of Energy and 

Climate Change in 2009 to construct and operate a generating station on land within the Port of 

Tilbury. The consented development consists of two generation units having a combined electrical 

capacity of 60MW (megawatts). Electricity is generated from non-hazardous waste materials such 

as waste wood and general waste materials. 

Construction is now complete on the first phase of the development which commenced full 

operation in April 2018. The first generating unit, which is fired on waste wood, generates 40MW 

of electricity approximately.  

 
Tilbury Green Power Phase 1 (completed 2018) 

Improvements in waste fuel quality and in the efficiency of combustion technology since 2009 and 

changes to the waste recovery configuration makes it possible to increase the electricity generation 

capacity to 80MW without increasing the waste throughput permitted under the original planning 

consent. 

Similar to the recently completed first phase, the second phase of the development will use state-

of-the-art, clean technology to generate electricity which will be exported to the national grid.   

We are preparing an application to amend the planning consent granted in 2009 which will be 

submitted to the Secretary of State at the department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 

during the next few months. As part of this process, we will be holding a public exhibition at 

Thurrock Adult Community College, Richmond Road, Grays. We look forward to seeing you there, 

where you can meet our team and find out more about the project.  
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What is proposed? 

Tilbury Green Power Limited is seeking to develop the most energy-efficient generating station 

possible using the latest, most reliable technology available to recover energy from waste materials. 

We are seeking to amend our planning consent to increase the electricity generated by the 

generating station but without increasing the waste facility throughput of the facility beyond that 

permitted under the original consent.  

The combined electricity output from both phases would be sufficient to supply over 140,000 

homes every year.  

As in the original proposal, the facility will use waste fuel that comes from local and regional waste 

streams. This fuel material is un-economical to recycle so would otherwise be sent to landfill where 

it would sit for hundreds of years and release uncontrolled greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.  

The energy recovery process 

The waste fuel is put into a furnace which then heats a boiler. The boiler then produces steam that 

operates a turbine which produces electricity. 

What will the Second Phase Development look like? 

The second phase of the development will have a similar appearance to the first phase. It will 

consist of a series of enclosed buildings, very similar in appearance to a warehouse, with a single 

chimney, all located within the boundary of our site. The overall massing (total building volume) of 

the development (first and second phases) will be slightly less than in the original scheme. The 

proposed building heights for the second phase will vary from 26m to 55m. The stack height will 

be 100m, the same as the first phase. A visualisation will be provided at the public exhibition. 

Local benefits 

The second phase of the project will represent a major investment in the local community which 

will generate a considerable number of local employment opportunities throughout the construction 

and operation phases, including ongoing employment and future apprentice opportunities to help 

stimulate the local economy. 

The planning amendment and next steps 

As part of the application to amend the existing planning consent we are preparing a 

comprehensive application which considers any additional effects of the development on a range 

of aspects including air quality, noise, visual impact, traffic and ecology.  

We look forward to meeting you and explaining more about the project in the lead up to the 

planning application.  

Public Exhibition: Thurrock Adult Community College, Richmond Road, Grays on 20th 

of November 2018, 4pm to 7pm. 

If you are unable to attend but would like more information or give feedback please contact us on 

feedback@TilburyEnergyRecoveryFacility.co.uk 

 

mailto:feedback@TilburyEnergyRecoveryFacility.co.uk

